
A weekly newsletter for Parents, Carers, Students, Governors and Staff                                                  6 November 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Governors 
 

Thank you all for your continued support as we now enter 
the latest national lockdown. Unlike last time, schools will 
not have to close and we will continue to provide a safe, 
supportive and nurturing academic environment for our 
students. There are, however, updates to the government’s 
guidance for educational settings and this can be accessed 
via the link below.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-
settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020?
utm_source=7427a8d7-6fbd-4315-b29f-
2c648cfb91a1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_content=daily#early-years-and-childcare 
  

I would like to reiterate that we have always encouraged and 
requested that students and staff wear masks when 
circulating in and around the site for the safety and 
consideration of our whole school community. This is now a 
requirement: 
 

In schools where students in year 7 and above are 
educated, face coverings should be worn by adults and 
students when moving around the premises, outside of 
classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where 
social distancing cannot easily be maintained. 
 

If your child is medically exempt and would like to wear a 
lanyard, please contact Mrs Stevenson, our Medical 
Response Officer who will be able to issue one. If your child 
does not wish to wear a lanyard but is medically exempt, 
please notify Mrs Stevenson who will then share this with 
staff. 
 

Our position on wearing masks will follow national guidance 
however we will continue to monitor and review our 
procedures as we enter a period of colder weather as this 
may impact on the ability to ventilate classrooms effectively. 
We are seeing an increase of positive cases of COVID-19 
locally and it is important that we continue to follow the 
guidance in place and limit our interactions with those 
outside of our school bubbles or homes. Please can I ask that 
you remind your child to follow the national lockdown 
guidance both in and outside of school. If we follow the 
guidance then hopefully we will see a drop in the spread of 
the virus and help to keep one another safe. 
 

I would like to thank Mrs Hawkins Brown (PSHE) and Mrs 
Spindler (Head of RE) for all of their hard work in planning 
our PSHE programme, dedicated to supporting our young 
people. I am sure that you will have found their letter very 
informative. 

Continued... 

Mon 2 Nov Term 2 begins 

9-11 Nov Y7 CATs—Postponed  

Fri 27 Nov Inset Day—school closed to students 

Fri 18 Dec End of Term 2—1.30pm finish for students 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

 

        

        

Next Week:  Week B 

My assembly this week focused on Remembrance and how, 
by understanding the past, we can inform the future and 
learn how to make the world a better place. Next week Mr 
Robinson has planned our Remembrance Reflection and 
Service and students may, if they wish, come into school in 
their service uniforms. I know that amongst our community 
we have many members of the Cadet forces, St John’s Am-
bulance, and Scouts who give freely of their time, energy 
and efforts to the care of others. It shows the commitment 
that our young people have to being active members of soci-
ety and we are very proud of them. 
 

Thank you all for your continued support. Stay well and stay 

safe . 
Best wishes, A Cusack, Headmistress 

COVID-19 Related Illness 

As we see more cases locally of COVID-19, it is vital that you 
notify the school immediately of any illness or absence from 
school related to COVID. This also includes if you have been 
asked to self-isolate or are awaiting test results for a 
member of your household. 
 

During school time: please contact the absence line on 

01225 838230.  

Out of hours: covid@st-gregorys.org.uk 

Remote Learning Due to Isolation 

In the case where learning may be disrupted for a group or 
bubble of students, students will access work online via 
Google Classroom according to their normal timetabled 
lessons. Google guides and support on accessing remote 
learning can be found on our website at https://www.st-
gregorys.org.uk/covid-19/. In case of any difficulties, tutors 
and subject teachers will also be on hand to provide support 
or assistance if needed. If you require any assistance with 
logins or passwords, please contact the IT Support via email 
ITSupport@st-gregorys.org.uk 
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Car Parking/Student Drop Off  

Please do not drop off on the main site or at Odd 
Down Football Club.  We are also aware that cars 
are stopping on double yellow lines around the 
entrance to Combe Hay Lane and on Sulis Manor 
Road at the beginning and end of the school day 
which is creating a hazard and putting students 
and other road users in danger.   
 

Students can be dropped off at Odd Down Park 
and Ride or in neighbouring roads where it is safe 
and legal to do so.  Thank you for your co-
operation. 

TERM 2 CHANGES UNTIL CHRISTMAS  

Student release times: 

 Year 7, Year 8, & Year 9 - 14:45 

 Year 10 & Year 11 - 15:05 

 Year 12 & Year 13 - 15:10 
 

Masks - In line with current guidance, students are required 

to wear masks into school, whilst moving around the site 

and when  leaving the school site at the end of the day.  

Where possible please ensure your child brings their own 

reusable mask to avoid waste.   

AFTER SCHOOL MEP CLUB  

The Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 MEP afterschool club will be 

running between 2.50pm-3.50pm this term as the students 

finish their school day at 2.45pm. 

Due to the Autumn MEP Teacher Meetings, the Year 8 MEP 

afterschool club will be cancelled on Wednesdays 11 

November and 18 November.   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

Mrs Hook by email hooks@st-gregorys.org.uk . 

Mrs Hook , Teacher of Mandarin  

Dr Frost Maths 

Well done to those of you logging on 
to Dr Frost, completing challenges and  
Trophies and improving your maths. 

October’s top ten are: 

Whole School Leaderboard 

Name     Points  

Nishon B (Year 8)  3283 

Florence B (Year 8)  2734 

Austin S (Year 8)   1573 

Daniel M (Year 8)   712 

Harry H (Year 8)  702 

Lukrecija A (Year 8)  624 

Dawid T (Year 7)  610 

Flo F (Year 8)    545 

Bora T (Year 9)   431 

 Henry H (Year 8)   425 



Meat Free Friday 

Please be mindful that, in line with Catholic tradition, the 

school caterers do not serve meat on Fridays. 

THE LANGUAGES CORNER  

French:  
Quand bien même + 
(conditional)  
Even if I had a lot of 
money, I would still live in 
Bath because I love my 
town 
Quand bien même j’aurais 

beaucoup d’argent, 

j’habiterais toujours à Bath 

car j’aime ma ville. 

German:  
Ich habe keine Ahnung, 
warum = I have no idea why 
e.g. Ich habe keine Ahnung, 
warum so viele Leute 
klassische Musik lieben. 
I have no idea why so many 
people love classical music.  

Mandarin: 

有朋自远方来，不亦远

乎 (yǒupéng zì yuǎnfāng 

lái, bù yì lè hū) It’s always 

great to see old friends 

 

 

Spanish: 
Cuando el gato sale, los 
ratones bailan – when the 
cat’s away the mice will play 
– turn your back for a second 
and they’re up to no good! 

 

Please remember aerosol 
sprays are strictly forbidden 
in school. 

  

 

 

 

Well done to Milly who on Monday 2 November had her hair cut for the little princess trust.  

She has raised a huge £865 but with Gift Aid on top it makes a whopping £1,042.50!! Not bad considering she didn’t think 

she’d make £70!!  

Milly and her family would like to thank to everyone who sponsored her.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Townsend, Head of Music 



Chaplaincy Thoughts for the Week  
 
After the 100th anniversary of the end of WWI in 2018 
you may recall there was lots of talk about the 
connection to the war coming to an end as the last 
remaining survivors passed away.  In recent times I have 
noticed a renewed interest in family links to relatives 
from the early 20th Century, particularly those involved 
in conflict.  A prime example of this is shown in a recent 
series of 'Who do you think you are' , with the 
celebrities on most episodes showing a keen interest in 
how their ancestors coped in the first world war, and 
the effect it had on them.  
 
A couple of weeks back the entertainer and author 
David Walliams delved into his great-grandfather’s 
experience of war which gave a harrowing and grim 
picture of how soldiers’ mental health was severely 
affected.  David's relative went from war to four 
decades of struggles, most of which was spent in a 
'lunatic asylum'.  Right now as a society we seem very 
aware of the need to look after the mental health of the 
nation, it shows how far we have come in a couple of 
generations but also how much our predecessors were 
let down.   
 
In this month of November we recall the saints of the 
Church, the loved ones associated with each of our own 
families and the scourge of war which has taken so 
much away from humanity.  We enter another period of 
national lockdown due to the death being caused by 
COVID-19.   Could one of the positives or focuses for 
this month for us be to look into our own family history 
or links to the world wars?  (I promise I am not on a 
retainer with ancestry.com!).  Whenever I think of 
family trees I recall the amazing Black Family Tree 
painted on the wall in the Harry Potter films.  Maybe, 
you could create something to honour the memory of 
someone who still lives strongly in your own 
heart?  Utilise sites such as freeprints that offer very 
reasonable printing of photos which you could then put 
into a collage or similar.   
 

 Mr Robinson, Lay Chaplain 
 

Wounded. In the Head 
© 2018, Lucy Berry 
 
My grandfather was 
an Ernest. 
My grandma said they wouldn’t let him home; 
he stayed in hospital one whole 
un-whole 
year after the War was done. 
Wounded. In his head. 
No blood 
no bruise no 
eyes gone not deaf; 
just wounded in his head. 
Not deaf to shells 
still breaking in his head. 
Not blind to lights 
still flashing in his head. 
But bloody in his head, 
bruised and wounded. 
In his head. 
They kept him long-long time in hospital. 
At this far distance God knows why. 
No-one, now, who we can ask why. 
So many secrets kept the old quiet folk. 
So many wounds in, oh, so many heads. 
Was he too dangerous to be let go? 
Or risky to himself? 
Or risky in his truth. 
When his French trench collapsed, 
and he was buried in the mud and blood 
and, (finally), dug out, 
at first, they didn’t see that wound. 
But soon they saw it: 
that wound that ached his days, 
throbbed his nights, 
kept him screaming, buried. 
My grandma said, 
when her Ernest came home 
he was not out of his tomb; 
lovely, but without joy, ever again. 
And many wives of many other Ernst’s 
might say the same. 
And many wives of all 
the Fredericks and Friedrichs 
the Johns and Johanns, 
the Henrys and Heinrichs, 
who came home safe. 
But with that wound. 
In the head. 

Remembrance Day—Wednesday 11 November 2020 

Students are invited to wear their 

services/Scouting uniform on 

Remembrance day. This is a very poignant 

day and we understand that many of our 

students like to show their respect 

wearing their own uniform and we fully 

support this. 



Nut Allergies 

Please be aware that we have students 
with serious nut allergies.  We would 
therefore ask that you do not include 
nuts or products containing nuts in 
packed lunches and snacks, eg chocolate 
and cereal bars. 

Contact Details  
  

If you have recently 

changed any of your 

contact details (telephone 

numbers, email addresses) please inform  

obrayc@st-gregorys.co.uk 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDd_QU9Crmk 

Mask Exemption  
 
If a student is exempt from 
wearing a mask please could 
parents/carers email Mrs 
Stevenson, Medical Response 
Officer, on stevensonk@st-
gregorys.org.uk.   
Exempt students will be issued 
with a lanyard. 
  

National School Meals 

Week  9 - 13 November 

Please come along and join  

Sodexo for National School 

Meals Week – We look 

forward to seeing you 

there. 

Also a reminder to all students to remember to bring their 

lunch cards every day into school, especially on PE days.  

This will prevent long queues at the tills when purchasing 

Please use this link to find out more information: https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/education/products/office  
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