
A weekly newsletter for Parents, Carers, Students, Governors and Staff                                                         5 March 2021 

Dear Students, Parents, Carers and Governors 
 
Welcome to this week’s newsletter which is full of useful 
information and celebrates all the achievements of our 
community.   
 
I am delighted to report that the lateral flow testing went well 
today and I would like to commend Year 11, 12 and 13 for their 
mature attitude.  We are all extremely proud of them.  
 
I would like to thank everyone involved in the Year 10 Parents’ 
Evening last night.  This was really well attended and I know 
everyone found it incredibly useful.    
 
Our virtual House and Wellbeing Day was an absolute triumph; 
thank you to everybody involved in making it such a fantastic 
event and the leader board now stands at Bakhita in first place, 
Francis in second, Romero in third and Stein in fourth.  The 
competition is extremely close but might change by the time we 
award the House Cup in the summer.   
 
I hope you will find my letter and return to school booklet useful 
and please note there will be no ‘live lessons’ or tutor time on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday next week.  Work will be set 
on Google Classroom and there will be an extended tutor time 
on Thursday. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support, it is appreciated.  
Please bear with us over the next couple of weeks whilst we 
complete the mammoth task of delivering 4000 lateral flow 
tests.   
 

Have a lovely weekend and stay well and safe. 
 

Best wishes 
A Cusack, Headmistress 

 

Tue 16 Mar Y9 boys and girls HPV immunisations 

Thu 25 Mar Year 13 Parents’ Evening 

Thu 1 Apr End of Term - 1.30 pm finish 

Fri 2 Apr Good Friday - School Closed  

Dates for Your Diary 

 

 

 

 

Next week:  Week A 

COVID Testing  

 

Please consider providing your consent to help us 
maintain the integrity of our bubbles and protect  
our school community as much as possible. 
 
Parents/Carers will not be contacted unless a result 
is positive and then further guidance will be given 
to the family.  
 
Click here to complete Google form. 
 

Nut Allergies 

Please be aware that we have students 

and staff with serious nut allergies.  We 

would therefore ask that you do not 

include nuts in packed lunches and 

snacks, eg chocolate and cereal bars. 

MEP Club Cancelled  

Due to the MEP Teacher Meetings, the Year 8 
MEP after school clubs have been cancelled on: 
 
 Wednesday 10 March  
 Wednesday 24 March  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAQYpPLE1cqdqfNRJBQmNSZ8hTEzNc2w7A3tllbzeIo77wIA/viewform?usp=pp_url


House and Wellbeing Day 
 
On Thursday we welcomed all students to a House and Wellbeing Day. We were so impressed with their 
engagement and contribution and it was a welcome break from their computer screens. Miss Shepherd led us in a 
nature walk and Ms Spindler shared how to make a beautiful Easter garden. We climbed hills and Mrs Hawkins-
Brown got us thinking with some quizzes. Miss Auburn showed us how to bake delicious hot cross buns and there 
were opportunities to craft some spring themed eggs, chicks and bunnies. All of this was explained by the hilarious 
video from Mr Robinson. 
 
What a wonderful day! Here are a few of the pictures to show what fun we had. 

 
 



Chaplaincy Thoughts for the Week  
 
Third Sunday of Lent - Learning through signs 
 
A reflection from Earl J Smith on the Gospel from the 
third Sunday of Lent (Jesus drives the money lenders 
out of the temple - John 2:13-22) 
 
The basic sense of the passage is straightforward. Jesus 
and his followers have come to Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover, the annual Jewish festival celebrating the 
mighty acts of God in the Exodus. For this festival, 
animals were sold in the temple courts so that travellers 
coming from great distances would have sacrifice 
offerings. Since the price had to be paid in Tyrian 
coinage, moneychangers were needed to change other 
forms of currency. A charge of 2-4 percent was made 
for this service. 
 
The actions of Jesus which follow are nothing short of 
miraculous in themselves. With a small whip made of 
cords, Jesus single-handedly drives the animals and 
merchants from the temple grounds. He commands 
them to stop making his Father's house a marketplace. 
Zechariah 14:21 is helpful in interpreting this action for 

it predicts a time when major changes will be made in 
the sacrificial system, a time when "there shall no 
longer be traders in the house of the Lord of hosts." 
While the acts of trade in themselves are not wrong, it 
is wrong when these actions deprive the temple of its 
rightful purpose as a house of prayer for all people. 
 
When John refers to "Jews" in verses 18 and 20, it is 
believed that he refers to the various Jewish officials 
who oppose Jesus. These officials ask him for a sign to 
prove his authority in acting on behalf of God. His 
answer -- "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up".  It becomes clear to his disciples that Jesus 
is to become the sacrificial lamb who takes upon 
himself the sins of the world and makes atonement for 
them through his death on the cross. His body, first 
destroyed, then raised from the dead, is to be the true 
temple, the house of prayer for all people. Christ is now 
our mediator with God.  This act of Jesus does, indeed, 
seem to be a sign which demonstrates the power and 
character of God. In this symbolic act we see that 
through the life and work of Jesus, God's kingdom has 
broken into the world. 
 

Mr Robinson, Lay Chaplain  



PE Lessons  

Please make sure you wear 

your PE kit to school on the 

days you have PE. Ensure 

that you have enough layers 

as ALL PE lessons will be 

outside.  

Looking forward to seeing you all!         

  Mrs McHale  

Lunch Cards  

 

 

 

Please remember to bring your Lunch Cards with you 

when you return to school. 

Replacement cards are available at a cost of £2.00 

each, please ask at a till point if required.  . 

Masks 

Mask are recommended for all indoor spaces at school, including classrooms where social distancing cannot be 
maintained. When choosing a mask for your child please consider how it fits, how comfortable it is and whether it 
will need changing during the day. Different people find different designs more/less comfortable so its worth 
checking different designs. Damp masks are less comfortable to wear and importantly, they are less effective. 
When removing a reusable mask, it should go into a sandwich bag or container ready for washing at home. 
Washing hands or using hand sanitiser is an important part of hygienic mask wearing. Hand sanitiser will be 
available around school and in all classrooms, but you may wish for your child to have their own small bottle too.  

 





THE LANGUAGES CORNER  

 

French:  
Je suis fort(e)/bon

(ne) / je suis mauvais

(e)/nul  en …   = I am 

strong/good…. Bad/

rubbish at…Je suis 

forte en maths en 

revanche je suis 

mauvaise en anglais.  

I am strong in maths 

however I am rubbish 

in English. 

German:  
Little words, big difference 

oft = often 

selten = rarely 

Ich gehe oft wandern. = I 

often go walking. 

Ich gehe selten wandern. = I 

rarely go walking. 

Mandarin: 

三思而后行。 (Sānsī 

ér hòu xíng. "three 

thoughts and after 

act") — Think thrice 

before you act.  

Spanish: 
Marear la perdiz – to 
avoid the point (literally to 
make the partridge dizzy) 

Dear Students, hope you enjoyed last week’s activities.  This week I have attached an activity with a musical link – 
make a water xylophone.  The article attached is an interesting one titled The Science of Ghosts.  Enjoy. 

The Science Team   
 Links of the week –https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/science-ghosts       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Practical of the Week - https://ads.dennisnet.co.uk/Lab.pdf    

Dr Frost Maths 

Well done to those of you logging on 

to Dr Frost, completing challenges and  

trophies and improving your maths. 

February’s top ten are: 

Whole School Leaderboard 

Name     Points  

Neha B , Y11   3991 

Isabel M, Y11   2959  

Angel A, Y11   2772 

Adam H, Y11   2534   

Emmanuel G, Y11  2406  

William P, Y11   2230 

Alexy J, Y11   2167  

Florence B, Y8   2018 

Mac N, Y11   1765  

Artie C,  Y11   1662 

https://ads.dennisnet.co.uk/Lab.pdf


Year 9s have been creating Art inspired by Pop Art and this one has been done by 

Rebecca. It shows superb skills both of sketching, accurately and creating highly 

effective tonal range and sense of detail. It is a superb example of an ordinary every-

day sort of item being brought to life with colour pencils.   

Super art from 
Oliwia in Y8 as 
part of  her lock-
down art work.  


