
A weekly newsletter for Parents, Carers, Students, Governors and Staff                                                            1 April 2021 

Thu 1 Apr End of Term - 1.30 pm finish 

Fri 2 Apr Good Friday - School Closed  

Mon 19 Apr Start of Term 5 

Fri 30 Apr Inset Day—School closed 

Mon 3 May Bank Holiday—School Closed 

Thu 13 May Y8 Virtual Parents’ Evening  

Fri 28 May  End of Term 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

When we return:  Week B 

Dear Students, Parents, Carers and Governors 
 

As we are now at the end of term I would like to thank 
everybody for their support and care this term.  We are 
truly blessed to have such a wonderful community.  I am 
incredibly proud of all our students at St Gregory’s.  
They have shown maturity, resilience and compassion to 
each other and staff.    They have returned to face to 
face teaching and it has been a joy.  We are looking 
forward to meeting the different points on the 
Government’s road map with an easing of restrictions.    
 

As per my letter today, we will continue to do everything 
to make sure we provide the best educational 
experience we can.   
 

Please may I remind parents and carers to continue 
COVID testing over the Easter break and notify the 
school via the COVID email covid@st-gregorys.org.uk if 
you have a positive result so we can inform Track and 
Trace. 
 

Easter marks a new beginning for all of us in our journey 
this academic year.  The importance of Easter to all 
Christians is immense as we look forward to the 
resurrection on Easter Sunday and the hope and joy that 
it brings to us all. 
 

I would like to wish you all a very happy Easter as we 
look forward to next term.   
 

Ms Cusack, Headmistress 

Stain Glass Window Designs 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above are some of the stained glass window 
designs students have been working on in Chaplaincy this 
past week.   

Mr Robinson, Lay Chaplain 

Water Bottles 

Now that the weather is getting warmer please 

remember to bring in a named water bottle 

(for water only) which can be refilled in the 

Bistro area at appropriate times.  NB You may 

also like to think of this if you have a long 

journey home. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING GLASS BOTTLES INTO SCHOOL 

DUE TO REASONS OF HEALTH & SAFETY  

mailto:covid@st-gregorys.org.uk


Online Safety from Mr Foley  

As we reach the end of Term 

4 I would like you all to still 

be vigilant regarding Online 

Safety. The majority of young 

people are spending more 

time online doing their school 

work, playing games or socialising. Technology is hugely 

valuable for education, as well as a way to keep in touch 

with friends and family. However it’s important we all 

consider how we can help keep young people safer online 

during this time of uncertainty before restrictions are fully 

removed. 

St Gregory’s community, plays a major role in keeping 

everyone safe by informing you all about issues related to 

safety online. Remember, the following steps you can take 

to help keep your child safer online: -  

 

Have an ongoing conversation: Continue to talk about 

the apps, games and sites they like to use, and what they 

like and don’t like and any concerns about being online. 

Discuss with them when to unfollow, block or report. For 

help starting this conversation, read having a conversation 

with your child. 

 
Be non-judgemental: Explain that you would never blame 
them for anything that might happen online, and you will 
always give them calm, loving support. 
 
Make sure they know where to go for support: Remind 
your child they can always speak to you or an adult they 
trust if anything happens online that makes them feel 
worried or upset. For a breakdown of report services, visit: 
Supporting your child with reporting unwanted content 
online 
 

Talk about how their online actions can affect others: If 
your child is engaging with peers online, remind them to 
consider how someone else might feel before they post or 
share something. If they are considering sharing a photo/
video of somebody else, they should always ask 
permission first. 
 
Information on safe usage and monitoring 
 
As parents/carers you play a key role in helping your child 
to stay safe online. However, as a parent myself, I am fully 
aware this can be really difficult and daunting to manage 
because our children know more than we do!  
 
Therefore the following links, provide important 
information and guidance/advice regarding matters 
related to safe usage and monitoring: - 
 

ParentInfo 
Saferinternet 
Internet Matters 
 

We have produced a useful guide providing further details 
on what steps parents and carers can take to support their 
child during this period, together with a comprehensive 
list of online resources and tools to help keep your 
children safe online. There is also more information on our 
school website. 
 
If you have come across anything that seems wrong or not 
quite right then it is really important to report them to the 
relevant authorities – this includes the school but more 
importantly the police and the National Crime Agency.  
 
This link button can be found on our website in our Online 
Safety section under the Parent Information Tab. 
 
 
 
 
 

COVID Testing  

Please remember the importance of continuing to 

COVID test twice a week during the Easter break to 

help us maintain the integrity of our bubbles and 

protect  our school community as much as possible. 

 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child/
https://parentinfo.org/article/supporting-your-child-with-reporting-unwanted-content-online
https://parentinfo.org/article/supporting-your-child-with-reporting-unwanted-content-online
https://parentinfo.org/article/online-friendships-a-parents-guide
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/monitoring-apps-parents-guide/
http://www.st-gregorys.org.uk/download/240/2019-%2020/14241/online-safety-for-parents-and-carers-25-3-%2020.pdf
https://www.st-gregorys.org.uk/parent-information/online-safety/


Stations of the Cross with St Joseph 

Many of you will be aware that Pope Francis dedicated this year to St Joseph. As a father of three, St Joseph holds a special 
place in my own life and I believe there is so much to learn from his own experience of being a father figure to Jesus. There is 
no doubt his patience shines through in the way he was able to deal with the uncertainty and unusual circumstances thrown 
at him.  Silence - there is something quite special about there being no recorded words of Joseph in the Bible, his actions 
speak louder. I also like to think we can model his faith and forgiveness, ensuring his family was built on these principles. 
 

As we begin the Triduum and reflect on the final few hours of Jesus’ life, Joseph’s absence is evident. Scholars 
believe he had probably died by this point as he would undoubtedly have been much older than Mary. 
 

However, I believe there is a place of meditation on St Joseph in the context of Holy Week. There are ways of reflecting upon 
how the influence and example of Joseph the Father and Husband is there to see in the events of Jerusalem in 33AD. Which 
is why I would like to share with you these beautiful and prayerful stations of the cross that meditate upon the role of Joseph 
and seek his intercession. They were written by Fr Edward Looney and the images are from the Church of Lord Jesus of the Cane, 
Batatais, Brazil. 





THE LANGUAGES CORNER  

French:  
Les cours  ….= lessons / 

la cour = the 

playground / je cours = I 

run. 

I love all my lessons. 

J’aime tous mes cours 

At break, we are in the 

playground. 

A la recre on est dans la 

cour. 

I run because I am going 

to miss my bus. 

Je cours car je vais rater 

German:  
Little words, big difference 

auβer = apart from  

statt / anstatt = instead 

Ich sehe nicht gern Filme 

auβer Komödien. 

I don’t like watching films, 

apart from comedies. 

Ich sehe lieber Komödien statt 

Horrorfilme. 

I prefer watching comedies to 

horror films. 

Mandarin: 

但愿人长久，千里共

婵娟。(Dànyuàn 

rénchángjiǔ, qiānlǐ 
gòngchánjuān. 'Yet 
wish personlong-time, 
1,000 li [a long way; 
500 km] share moon
[beauty]') — Wishing 
us long life, though 
sharing moonlight 
from afar.  

Spanish: 
Es un pedazo de pan – s/he is 
a good person (literally s/he 
is a bit of bread). 

Interested in Music lessons? 
 
We have a fantastic team of 
peripatetic music teachers and offer 
lessons during the school day. 
If you are interested in learning an 

instrument, please email:  

music@bathnes.gov.uk 

Masks 
Mask are recommended for all indoor spaces at school, 
including classrooms where social distancing cannot be 
maintained.  

Hi there! Between the 1 April and the 3h April, 

Doodle will be running two Spring Challenges — 

the DoodleMaths Challenge and 

the DoodleEnglish Challenge! The Challenge encour

ages children to use Doodle for a few minutes each 

day, helping them to rebuild their confidence and get 

back on track in their learning. Best of all, those who 

take part can earn a free pin badge and certificate! 

How to take part: From the 1 April, 

visit parents.doodlemaths.com and 

press Register next to your child's name. Then, 

encourage your child to earn 450 stars and achieve a 

7 day streak in DoodleMaths and/or 

DoodleEnglish. Once they have reached their target, 

you will be able to claim their reward by logging in to 

the Dashboard and pressing Claim reward. 

Nut Allergies 

Please be aware that we have students and 

staff with serious nut allergies.  We would 

therefore ask that you do not include nuts 

in packed lunches and snacks, eg chocolate 

and cereal bars. 

http://parents.doodlemaths.com/


Nut Allergies 

Please be aware that we have students and 

staff with serious nut allergies.  We would 

therefore ask that you do not include nuts 

in packed lunches and snacks, eg chocolate 

and cereal bars. 

Car Parking/Student Drop Off Notice  

Please be mindful that as the school car park has been 
cleared for the safety of the students gathering in their 
bubbles before school, parents and carers are asked not 
to drop off at the main site or from Odd Down Football 
Club as parking for staff is very limited. Students can be 
dropped off at Odd Down Park and Ride. 

 

 

Dear Students, here is this week’s instalment of a Slice of 
Science. The Article is about a young girl from Leicester 
who built and launched her own rocket into space during 
lockdown.  The other link is of female astronauts 
answering questions from journalists on the ISS.   It also 
includes some Easter themed practical activities for you 
to do.   The Science Team   
 
Article of the week - https://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/av/uk-england-leicestershire-56445616  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-
canada-50132024  

           
Practical of the Week -    https://buggyandbuddy.com/12
-unique-easter-science-activities-for-kids/                                    

Lunch Cards  

 

 

 

If you are purchasing refreshments from Sodexo please 

remember to bring your Lunch Cards with you, 

especially on the days you have PE. 

Replacement cards are available at a cost of £2.00 

each, please ask at a till point if required.   

Contact Details  
  

If you have recently changed any of 
your contact details (telephone 
numbers, email addresses) please 
inform  

obrayc@st-gregorys.co.uk 

  
  Mrs O'Bray, Office Supervisor 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-leicestershire-56445616
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-leicestershire-56445616
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-50132024
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-50132024
https://buggyandbuddy.com/12-unique-easter-science-activities-for-kids/
https://buggyandbuddy.com/12-unique-easter-science-activities-for-kids/

