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October  

Fri 2 Inset Day—School closed to students 

Thurs 8 
Y12 Tutor Evening—post COVID settling 

in 4-7pm 

Mon 12 Y13 Group Photographs 

Fri 16 

Y12 & Y13 Inspire Virtual Conference 
organised by Prior Park.  Students not 
required to be in school.  
 
Y11 Sixth Form Futures Day  

Fri 23 End of Term 1 

November  

Mon 2 Nov Start of Term 2—WEEK A 

Dates for your Diar y  
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are very excited to be welcoming prospective Year 11 
students to be sixth formers for the day on Friday 16 
October. Please see the additional information in this 
newsletter for more details. We will be running a host of A 
level taster lessons to help students understand the courses 
and the style of learning in the sixth form. Current Year 12 
students found this event invaluable last year and it has 
allowed many to choose their A levels with confidence.  

For our current Year 12 and Year 13 students, we will be 
sharing information about Prior Park’s Inspire conference 
which this year will be hosted virtually. Current sixth formers 
are not required on site on Friday 16 and should instead 
make the most of the fantastic speakers and sessions that 
have been organised; if last year is anything to go by there 
will be some incredibly impressive and inspirational talks to 
enjoy.  

Next week also marks the first UCAS deadline of the year for 
those hoping to study at University. Our Oxbridge candidates 
and medics have been busying themselves with perfecting 
personal statements and organising applications and we 
wish them all the very best of luck as they look to submit for 
the early entrant deadline Thursday 15 October. For 
students looking to make a university application this year, a 
reminder that you are encouraged to ask for feedback from 
two members of staff on your personal statement and the 
sooner you get a draft handed in the better! Rest assured, no 
one does a good first draft, it is the second, third, fourth 
draft that counts! 

 
Miss Butler, Director of Sixth Form 

Year 11 Futures Day                       

Friday 16 October 2020 

We are delighted to announce our Year 11 Futures Day on 

Friday 16 October 2020.  On this day Year 11 students will 

have the opportunity to experience the New Sixth with A 

level taster lessons. For those considering alternatives to A 

level, we have a full programme organised by Mrs Parker, 

our Careers lead. As students prepare in earnest for their 

GCSEs, having a goal to work towards can make a significant 

difference to motivation and effort. We want to support 

students so that they are able to make a confident decision 

about the best next steps for them.  

We recommend you carefully browse our subject selection 

online https://newsixthadmissions.st-gregorys.org.uk/

#sectionNo5 to see which subjects you are most interested 

in studying.   

Please complete the Google Form by Wednesday 14 October 
to choose your preferences: 

https://forms.gle/dyj3W7a3WBghfhbK9  

Y11 Futures Day  

World Mental Health Day 

Saturday October 10  

Every Mind Matters offers a range of free resources that 

help spot the signs of common mental health concerns, 

offers practical self-care tips and guidance and explains 

when to seek further support.  It also has a free NHS-

approved online tool the Every Mind Matters Your Mind 

Plan  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/ 

http://www.st-gregorys.org.uk/sixth-form/
http://www.st-gregorys.org.uk/sixth-form/
https://newsixthadmissions.st-gregorys.org.uk/#sectionNo5
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https://forms.gle/dyj3W7a3WBghfhbK9
http://content.phepartnerships.co.uk/?JVTk6AIpp2eo2DPyT6oNGekS8KbrvjR3J&https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
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Y13 Biology Field Trip  

Last week the Y13 spend 3 days visiting Clevedon to research the ecology of the beautiful coastline.  This is a compulsory and 
assessed part of their A level course involving a research study and write-up.  They mapped the distribution of seaweed 
species, compared the size of limpets and investigated which conditions marine amphipods prefer the most.   They also 
attempted to estimate the population size of crabs at Clevedon Marine Lake using a mathematical model and good old-

fashioned crab lines!  “The trip was blessed with fine weather and everyone worked studiously to complete all their 
investigations, though they did of course find time for ice-cream!”  

Thanks so much to Mr. Dorney and Miss Newton for organising, inspiring and accompanying the students. 



A lesson about cracked pots 

A water bearer in India had two large pots, 
each hung on each end of a pole which he 
carried across his neck. One of the pots had 

a crack in it, and while the other pot was perfect and always 
delivered a full portion of water at the end of the long walk 
from the stream to the master's house, the cracked pot 
arrived only half full. 

For a full two years this went on daily, with the bearer 
delivering only one and a half pots full of water in his 
master's house. Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its 
accomplishments, perfect to the end for which it was made. 
But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own 
imperfection, and miserable that it was able to accomplish 
only half of what it had been made to do. 

After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it 
spoke to the water bearer one day by the stream. "I am 
ashamed of myself, and I want to apologize to you." Why?" 
asked the bearer. "What are you ashamed of?" 

"I have been able, for these past two years, to deliver only 
half my load because this crack in my side causes water to 
leak out all the way back to your master's house. Because of 
my flaws, you have to do all of this work, and you don't get 
full value from your efforts," the pot said. The water bearer 
felt sorry for the old cracked pot, and in his compassion he 
said, "As we return to the master's house, I want you to 
notice the beautiful flowers along the path." 

Indeed, as they went up the hill, 
the old cracked pot took 
notice of the sun warming the 
beautiful wild flowers on the 
side of the path, and this 
cheered it some. But at the end 
of the trail, it still felt bad 
because it had leaked out half its 
load, and so again it apologized 

to the bearer for its failure.  The bearer said to the pot, "Did 
you notice that there were flowers only on your side of your 
path, but not on the other pot's side? That's because I have 
always known about your flaw, and I took advantage of it. I 
planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and every day 
while we walk back from the stream, you've watered them. 
For two years I have been able to pick these beautiful 
flowers to decorate my master's table. Without you being 
just the way you are, he would not have this beauty to grace 
his house." 

Each of us has our own unique flaws, nobody is 

perfect.  God uses all of us in our own unique way 

and sees good in every part of who we are.  Be 

proud of yourself.    

Matt Robinson, Chaplain 

Chaplaincy Thoughts  

 

Emperor Haile 
Selassie and the 
Black history of 

Bath 17 Nov 
20 

 
This series of illustrated talks explores the connections the 
city of Bath has with African people. It opens with Ethiopian 
Emperor Haille Selassie I, who lived in the city in the 1930s 
and left a lasting legacy both physical and cultural.   The talk  
is by the renowned academic Dr Shawn Naphtali Sobers.  
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/emperor-haile-selassie-and-the-

Welcome to The New Sixth  

We were delighted with the participation in the Virtual Open 
Event and Q&A session yesterday evening.  It was lovely 
opportunity to warmly welcome students and families 

interested to join us next September.  

Remember you can access all the information on our 
website which includes a tour of our facilities and videos by 

our Sixth Form Team and Teachers enthusiastically 
explaining all about their A level subjects.  

https://newsixthadmissions.st-gregorys.org.uk/#sectionNo5 

https://newsixthadmissions.st-gregorys.org.uk/ 

 

Any questions please get in touch with Mrs. Nokes or Miss 
Butler: Newsixth@st-gregorys.org.uk 

The New Sixth builds on the outstanding academic traditions 
of Saint Gregory’s and St. Mark’s.  

Local Events  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/emperor-haile-selassie-and-the-black-history-of-bath-tickets-119523920263
https://newsixthadmissions.st-gregorys.org.uk/#sectionNo5
https://newsixthadmissions.st-gregorys.org.uk/


 

Access to Bath & Bristol Uni ’s  UCAS Deadlines  

15 OCTOBER 2020 (18:00 UK time) 

Deadline for the receipt at UCAS of 
applications for all Medicine, Dentistry, 
Veterinary Medicine and Veterinary 

Science Courses and for all courses at the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge.  

15 JANUARY 2021 (18:00 UK time) 

Deadline for the majority of undergraduate courses.  The 
reference needs to be completed before the application can 
be sent.   

30 JUNE 2021 (18:00 UK time) 

Last date for the receipt of all other applications for 
immediate consideration by the chosen universities and 
colleges.  Those received after this date will automatically be 

Get On Track to Bath 
and stand out from the 
UCAS Crowd 

A free 1 year curriculum enhancement programme to 
develop independent learning, academic research and 
employability skills and helps you make an informed choice 
about your future university course.  Spend time on campus 
and get an introduction to university life, explore a subject 
you are interested in, receive an alternative offer and more.  
Sessions are Wednesday afternoons and dovetail perfectly 
with our Enrichment Programme.  Register your interest 
now.  Apply from November. Deadline: Jan 2021. 

https://www.bath.ac.uk/guides/on-track-to-bath/  

Virtual Exhibitions 
September—November 
 

 
Explore lots courses you are interested in at their many 
events. 
   
Speak to subject experts and admission staff.  Chat to 
current students.  Get advice on applying through UCAS. 
Discover apprenticeships. Get the facts on student finance.  
 

Any questions?  Contact: events@ucas.ac.uk 
 

To book for particular courses click visit the website: 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find/audience/
applicant/type/exhibitionhttps:/www.ucas.com/ucas/
events/find/audience/applicant/type/exhibition 

Access to Bristol  

provides local students with 
an unprecedented opportunity 
to experience life at the 
University of Bristol.  Autumn 
Term for Y13. Spring Term for 

Y12’s.  Students who complete benefit from the Access to 
Bristol Bursary and a guaranteed contextual offer/interview.  
On Wednesday afternoons it dovetails perfectly with our 
Enrichment programme.  

Deadline for applications: 16 October 2020 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/outreach/post-16/access/ 

PROGRESSION  

The event features universities, colleges and apprenticeship 
providers from across the UK.  The New Sixth normally 
attends this event at UWI Bristol as it brings together over 
108 exhibitors; this year it is virtual; booking is essential.  

It’s completely free for students, parents and teachers. Find 
out more and register here:  

https://ukunisearch-west.vfairs.com/ 

16—19 Bursary Fund, FSM, Pupil Premium 

In Sixth Form Free School Meals continue.  There is no Pupil 
Premium but there is a Bursary Fund to help students to pay 
for Text Books, Stationary and IT, Trips, Transport, Uniform 
and course equipment.  The fund is limited and is 
discretionary and means-tested for eligibility.  Bursary’s do 
not affect the calculation of any other benefits you may be 
receiving such as universal credit.  If you think you might 
qualify, and have to buy bus fares, clothing or books, retain 
your receipts.  If your application is approved by the School 
Governors these costs can be reimbursed.  

Forms, further information and help can be obtained 
confidentially from Mrs. Nokes, LRC.   

Bursar y Fund  
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